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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1 1 14 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
February 6, 2006 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to the amended claims have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-2 and 5-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Hirata (US Pat No 6,374,406). 
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In regard to claim 1, Hirata discloses "[a]n electronic mail on which a control 
command is interpolated is transmitted through a public line, received by a modem 
section of a gateway, converted to digital data, and supplied to a control section. A CPU 
of the control section stores the received electronic mail in a RAM, and extracts the 
control command contained in the electronic mail. The CPU supplies a control signal 
corresponding to the control command to an interface section. The interface section 
controls an IR transmission section to transmit a signal corresponding to the control 
signal supplied from the CPU or outputs a signal through a connection line, and controls 
a video deck". The claimed limitations of "receiving by said video processing apparatus 
an electronic mail message remotely from a user, said electronic mail message 
comprising a plurality of fields including a subject field having an operating command 
and another field having control information relating to time and channel data of a 
selected event" and "processing said electronic mail message in said video processing 
apparatus to determine said time and channel of the selected event" are met by Figures 
3-4 (See Col 5, Line 42 - Col 6, Line 39). The claimed limitation of "forwarding by said 
video processing apparatus another electronic mail message to the user if there is a 
conflict between said time and channel data and a preexisting timer event" is met by 
Figure 6 (see Col 6, Line 45 - Col 7, Line 5). The claimed limitation of "operating said 
video processing apparatus in response to said operating command and said control 
information if there is no conflict between said time and channel data and any 
preexisting timer event" is met by Figure 7 (see Col 7, Lines 6-26 and Col 7, Line 45 - 
Col 8, Line 4). 
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In regard to claim 2, the claimed limitations of "receiving a message directly from 
a user in email format including sender, subject and control information, wherein the 
subject comprises an operating command for operating said video processing 
apparatus" and "processing, in said video processing apparatus, said message to 
determine said control information" are met by Figures 3-4 (See Col 5, Line 42 - Col 6, 
Line 39). 

Claim 5 is met by that discussed above for claim 1 . 

In regard to claim 6, Hirata discloses "said step of controlling comprises 
programming an event timer, associated with said video recording device, using said 
time and channel data" (See Col 7, Lines 49-53). 

In regard to claim 7, Hirata discloses "said control information comprises program 
data" (Figure 3; "Date", "From", "To" and "Ch"). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 3-4 and 8-9 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hirata. 

In regard to claims 3-4 and 9, Hirata discloses "turning on said video processing 
apparatus at the desired time and selecting a program in response to said time and 
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channel data" as discussed for claims 1-2. Hirata fails to explicitly disclose the use of 
password for user verification. However, the Examiner takes Official Notice that it is 
notoriously well known in the art to use a password for user verification so as to prevent 
unauthorized users form accessing the system. Consequently, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Hirata with the use of password for 
user verification for the stated advantage. 

In regard to claim 8, Hirata fails to explicitly disclose passing said program data 
to the electronic program guide to determine the time and channel information 
associated with said program data, said program data corresponding to a program listed 
in said electronic program guide. However, the Examiner takes Official Notice that it is 
notoriously well known in the art to use an electronic program guide to gather program 
information so as to provide the user and/or the system with necessary information. 
Consequently, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Hirata with using an electronic program guide to gather program information for the 
stated advantage. 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John Manning whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7352. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 9:00 - 5:30. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W. Miller can be reached on 571-272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

JM 

April 13, 2006 




^ JOHN MILLER 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



